First and foremost, I would like to extend a hearty thank you to FORR’s Government Relations Specialist, Matt Hill, for doing an outstanding job for us at the Capitol this past Session.  His physical presence, his eloquent testimonies, and his belief in our cause truly did give FORR that powerful “tool” we needed at the Capitol.  I would, also, like to thank District 4 for their attempts in “flooding the Capitol with leather” supplying the charter bus, and overall, having a very proactive and positive attitude towards strategies that recognize our victory in our fight for our freedom.  Onto Legislation…

HB1205-this was a Texting While Driving Bill; HB1332 aka the Stunt Riding Bill was attached to…Bill died in April under its own weight

HB1265-Prohibits the use of GPS to impose a motor vehicle mileage tax…Rep. Joe  Smith was able to attach onto a Senate Bill (SB945) , relating to taxation.  Unfortunately, the Bill was held up in Rules Committee, and was never heard the final week of Session.

Here’s a pleasant surprise….SB991-eliminate, combine, and/or revise councils, committees, boards, etc .  This Bill was never heard in Rules Committee, so therefore never got on the House Calendar. (tehehe)  Its companion Bill, HB2421, was referred to House Committee on General Laws, and was never heard.

HB1290-this Bill relates to the auditors in chartered counties, but also included language that prohibits political subdivisions from using automated photo red light enforcement systems and photo radar speed detection.  The Bill was placed on the Senate Informal Calendar, but was never brought up for debate in the final week of Session.

SJR25-Freedom of Choice in Healthcare- was attached in HB1764, a comprehensive insurance  bill last the first week in May on the Senate Floor.  The Bill was “truly agreed to and finally passed”…it now goes to the Governor’s desk for his approval.  If Nixon signs it, the issue will be on the August ballot.

HB1720/1722-Temp. MC permit- was attached to HB1451, changing laws regarding the criminal justice system; the Bill was never recognized for debate.  They even tried to attach to a SB829 the 2nd to last day of Session, but was never recognized by the Speaker.

Didn’t want to raise too much limelight to this until we might’ve had a bite, but FORR was, also, working on Driver Education Funding.  We had little opportunity, as there were many budget cuts in our State govt and sources for funding were slim.  We did show life with the House Public Safety Committee ; Matt Hill provided written testimony in FORR’s behalf for HB1229 (This Bill states that fines from red light enforcement systems would go to local school districts where the infraction occurred.  Matt submitted written testimony to the committee, stating that the $$ from the fines should go to driver education in Missouri schools) We had a great response from the committee chair, as well as members of the committee, yet HB 1229 never saw floor time.

FORR is still receiving feedback from our Legislators about our MAY Rally; all were excited to be a part of the event and we have received many compliments to the organization of the event.

Respectfully submitted, Katherine Cashell—Legislative Coordinator

