Happy New Years to all!  By the time you are reading this, Missouri’s 96th General Assembly, 2nd Regular Session will have convened (12:00 noon on Wed, Jan 4, 2012). A lot of activity this upcoming year, so break out the cheat sheets (seriously..)  Hoping for a HUGE turnout for the first of two bus rides District 4 is sponsoring to take membership to the Capitol: Feb. 8th & Mar 22nd.  Elections for the Office of Missouri’s State Senate & House Rep will be held 06Nov12; a total of 17 seats will be up for election on the Senate side (out of 34 seats), & all 163 seats are up for election on the House side.  Signatures of filing candidates wishing to run in these elections will be due by 27Mar12; primaries will be held 07Aug12.  Of the 17 seats, 9 Senators are ineligible to run/”termed out”, and 25 House Rep’s termed out; unfortunately, we will be losing a friend or 2…if you would like a complete list of who(m) are ineligible, please make the request to myself, & I will be happy to send that out to you (just trying to save space for our newsletter).  In addition to saving space in the newsletter, I will not be printing up list of active candidates for all races (local, state, federal), nor will I be printing up the questions I will be sending out to every active candidate.  However, these will be provided on the website, and on my word, be kept as current as possible.  If you do not receive/possess internet, please let me know and I will get you a hard copy out to you.
So far, the legislative strategy is to take front run on this MC Permit issue before Highway Patrol butchers it all up.  At this immediate time (05Jan12 115 in the pm), I do not have a Bill # to offer you, but I am hopeful we will have an actual Bill # for the CC meeting.  In a summary of what this Bill will represent, it will allow Missourians to apply for a MC Permit, with an expiration of 6 months, and allowed to re-apply for said permit an additional 2 times.  Why this Bill & where is this coming from??  MO Hwy Patrol has introduced this Bill back in 2010 & keep interests in it, in the hopes to discontinue the “revolving door” of nonstop applications by the same individual…in other words, one can keep applying for a MC permit basically forever (there is the why & where’s it coming from portion, but there is more…)  Scary part of this was the “thinking process” that was presented in the language of this original Bill back in 2010; “they” felt if “they” lowered the expiration of the permit from 6 months to 60 days, that would stop Missourians from reapplying for their MC permit over and over…???? (these were not my words, nor can I make this stuff up..)  We, politely, approached the House Rep (at the time) who was sponsoring this Bill in the original language as previously explained to you, and politely, suggested if we muck with the expiration, we might be short-changing new riders, and that 60 days is simply too short a time frame to rush/force/impose/…a newbie rider.  Instead, why don’t we leave the expiration alone, but create a cap as to how many times one can apply, if that is what Hwy Patrol is truly trying to achieve?  We were brilliant in 2010, but “they” changed their minds last year…lucky for us (& a bit of insistence from our part), the Bill never seen light of day last year.  I hope this bit of history explains why FORR decided to take front one with this one this year.  In addition, and simplicity, don’t we all want a safe AND EDUCATED rider on the road?  Other than the MC Permit Bill, FORR will be taking a defensive approach to legislative issues this year.  There is no denying there is WAAAAY more issues at hand, but if I may point out, sometimes it is best NOT to give them your hand/your knowledge, we have until March 1 if we choose to introduce or amend a Bill, and more importantly, a lot of these federal issues we might want to start attacking at the State level (MC-only safety checkpoint program, E-15 gas, noise/sound, EPA & the environment to name a few) are truly new, at least to the Statespeople of MO, and NO ONE will touch a Bill without the proper research.  In addition, if we do not do the research first, this gives “them” a head start to figure out how to use against us…I promise, these IS a happy medium, and Matt & myself have already been looking at/studying/researching the GPS monitoring, MC-only safety checkpoint program, & E-15 disasters since last year.  
The buzz around the National Defense Authorization Act of 2012, SB 1867, has been growing for months now (exact twin is HR 1540, but my findings are specific to the Senate Bill) Rumors that I personally heard as early as July, said the bill would allow the military to capture and detain without trial U.S. citizens on U.S. soil.  The text of the bill is more confusing, mainly because it’s so long. However, I believe the offending part is Sec. 1032 (a), which states that the military “shall” hold a person captured in the course of the war on terror in military custody until the military can determine the person’s disposition under the law of war.  There does not appear to be a territorial limitation on this directive, so it probably also applies within the United States. Sec. 1032 (b)(1) specifically states that the requirement to take to detain a person in military custody doesn’t extend to U.S. citizens. So, it’s not required, but does that mean it’s still allowable? Is it now OK to detain an American citizen in the U.S. without the traditional protections of the Bill of Rights?  Scary times, folks…  Quite honestly, I feel this to be TREASON and this INJUSTICE is a declaration of war on the American people!  If injustice becomes law, then resistance becomes duty!  Do you think for a moment “they” will not be intimidated by a well-organized group such as us??  Of the 100 Senators, 93 voted Yes to this BULLSH…..GARBAGE!  Not one of MO’s US Senators had the MOTZAH to say Nay.  Well, I say NAY to both Blunt & McCaskill, and I want to recall our pathetic US Senators out of office!!  The Presidential Signing Statement assured his Administration will not authorize the indefinite military detention without trial of American citizens.  “Indeed, I believe by doing so would break with our most important traditions and values as a Nation…”  Sounds assuring (that was in a “sarcasm font”)...but don’t mean SQUAT!!!!!!!!  The Presidential Signing Statements are political documents that have NO Constitutional basis, nor merit, and do NOT modify the laws to which they refer.  His empty promises that we have nothing to worry about should warn us that, in fact, we have plenty to worry about!  Anyone hear of HR 4646?  Just a little ol’ Bill trying to steal 1% of EVERY transaction you make at your bank, credit union, etc…EVERY transaction.  Social security recipients will be forced to have their accounts direct deposit, thus becoming subjective to the 1% fee…credit unions, too.  “They” are calling this the Debt Free America Act…(think they should’ve used my sarcasm font, as well…)  
I feel the need to end on a positive note…wise words I read by a Mr. Dennis Stevenson; I tried my best to quote him:
It used to be that all bikers shared a common bond, an unspoken code of ethics and behavior that transcended words and was built on actions.  There was never a bible written on this Biker's Code and there was no need for such. But the times are a-changin' and there seems to be a lot of new riders out there. These days the riders you see blasting down the road are just as likely to be clad in shorts and sneakers as jeans and engineer boots. And the roughest, toughest-looking biker you pull up next to could be your doctor or lawyer and may be wearing a Rolex watch under his leathers. There's nothing wrong with that, so long as these new riders learn the Code just as we old-timers did.  Being a biker used to be about using your creativity to take a basket case old hawg and, using only grit aningenuity, turning it into a one-of-a-kind eye dazzler, then risking your life on the asphalt on a bike you made yourself out of pride. Bikers wore leather and grease because they knew cagers would just as soon run them down as look at them, so they had to be intimidating.
Take heed, brothers and sisters, for our Code is a hallowed one filled with honor and loyalty, the likes of which have not been since the days of knighthood:
Don't take any bullshit. Be kind to women, children and animals, but don't take any bullshit. This is an essential part of being a biker. It has to do with respect and honor. Anyone can be a quick-tempered fool. Be cool, stand tall and backup what you say with action.
Never lie, cheat or steal. Another way of saying this is to always tell the truth. Bikers know that his word is his bond. Your word is all you have in life that is truly yours. Guard it carefully and be something noble, for you are a true knight of the road.
Don't snitch. If you see a wrong, fight it yourself, if you are about anything you'll take care of problems yourself and never feel the need to snitch someone off. Snitches are the lowest life forms on earth, right up there with biker thieves.
Don't Whine. Absolutely no one likes or respects a whiner. Another way to say this is hold your mud. Still another way to think of it is, "Don't sweat the small stuff" Most of life's little inconveniences work themselves out whether you whine or not. Keep your chin up, dammit! You're a biker, not some lowly snail. Never say die and never give up. Whether it's in a fight, a debate, or a business deal, no matter how bad it gets, a biker never gives up.
Help others. When a brother or sister is broken down by the side of the road, always stop and help them. Even moral support, if that is all you can give, is better than riding on by. Remember life is about the journey, the ride, not getting there. You already are there. And don't just help bikers, show the world that we are better thaningenuity, turning it into a one-of-a-kind eye dazzler, then risking your life on the asphalt on a bike you made yourself out of pride. Bikers wore leather and grease because they knew cagers would just as soon run them down as look at them, so they had to be intimidating.
Take heed, brothers and sisters, for our Code is a hallowed one filled with honor and loyalty, the likes of which have not been since the days of knighthood:
Don't take any bullshit. Be kind to women, children and animals, but don't take any bullshit. This is an essential part of being a biker. It has to do with respect and honor. Anyone can be a quick-tempered fool. Be cool, stand tall and backup what you say with action.
Never lie, cheat or steal. Another way of saying this is to always tell the truth. Bikers know that his word is his bond. Your word is all you have in life that is truly yours. Guard it carefully and be something noble, for you are a true knight of the road.
Don't snitch. If you see a wrong, fight it yourself, if you are about anything you'll take care of problems yourself and never feel the need to snitch someone off. Snitches are the lowest life forms on earth, right up there with biker thieves.
Don't Whine. Absolutely no one likes or respects a whiner. Another way to say this is hold your mud. Still another way to think of it is, "Don't sweat the small stuff" Most of life's little inconveniences work themselves out whether you whine or not. Keep your chin up, dammit! You're a biker, not some lowly snail. Never say die and never give up. Whether it's in a fight, a debate, or a business deal, no matter how bad it gets, a biker never gives up.
Help others. When a brother or sister is broken down by the side of the road, always stop and help them. Even moral support, if that is all you can give, is better than riding on by. Remember life is about the journey, the ride, not getting there. You already are there. And don't just help bikers, show the world that we are better thand ingenuity, turning it into a one-of-a-kind eye dazzler, then risking your life on the asphalt on a bike you made with pride.  Bikers wore leather and grease because they knew cagers would as soon run them down than to look at them, so they had to look intimidating.  Take heed, brothers & sisters, for our code is a hallowed one, filled with honor and loyalty, the likes of which have not been since the days of knighthood.  Don’t take any bullshit; be kind to women, children, & animals, but don’t take any bullshit.  This is an essential part of being a biker.  It has to do with honor and respect.  Anyone can be a quick-tempered fool.  Be cool, stand tall, & back up what you say with action.  Never lie, cheat, or steal.  Another way of saying this is to always tell the truth.  Bikers know that his word is his bond.  Your word is the only thing in life that is truly yours.  Guard it carefully and be something noble, for you are truly a knight of the road.  Don’t snitch; if you see a wrong, fight it yourself!  If you are about ANYTHING, you’ll take care of the problem(s) yourself & never feel the need to snitch someone off.  Snitches are the lowest life forms on Earth, right down there with biker thieves.  Don’t whine; absolutely no one respects or likes a whiner.  Another way to say this is to hold your mud…don’t sweat the small stuff…most of life’s little inconveniences work themselves out, whether you whine or not.  Keep your chin up, damnit!  You’re a biker, not some lowly snail.  Never say die and never give up.  Whether it’s in a fight, a debate, a business deal, no matter how bad it gets, a biker never gives up.  Help others; when a brother or sister is broken down on the side of the road, always stop to help them.  Even moral support, if that is all you have to give them, is better than riding on by.  Remember, life is about the journey, the ride, not getting there…you are there already.  And don’t just help bikers…show the world we are better than our image protrays us.  
