State of the Organization 2010


Congratulations, In March of this year Freedom of Road Riders® will be 30 years old. 
2009 was quite a year of ups and downs. First the helmet bill was vetoed then the Governor signed the bill prohibiting insurance companies from using motorcycles as a basis for comparative fault.

We lost some Locals but rose from 2,804 members in January 1, 2009 to 2,911 members in January 1st of this year. That makes us 107 persons stronger!
The PAC fund is in good condition due to the successes of Homecoming, The FEW Seminar and donations from Locals and Districts totaling more the $13,000. Good going folks!
The Riders Education fund is starting out a little low this year due to the purchase of a brand new trailer that should allow FORR® to train more motorcyclists than ever. A few classes were cancelled last year due to construction at the Kirksville site.  The Riders Ed. Department has become nearly self funding with only $2,340 donated by Locals. It is my hope that by the end of 2010 the fund will be full again and we will have to ask Doug to purchase more training bikes. 
The General fund is also low this year due to the purchase of office equipment and software, increases in printing and postage, decreases in donations (only $2,085 down over by $3,000 from previous year) and 1/3rd of the Office Managers salary. Please remember that the only income for the General fund is membership dues and donations from Locals. This fund also pays the $15,000 event insurance premium and all of the other day to day expenses of FORR®.
Last year we also created a new fund called the Freedom Park fund in order to someday purchase our own place to hold CC meetings, have events and classes or whatever we deem useful. So far there is only $1,075 but I am confident that this fund will grow. If not the monies will be returned to those who donated it. I do not believe we should purchase any land until we are close to $25,000 in the account. With such a large down payment it should lessen mortgage payments to an acceptable amount. We were thinking 40 to 60 acres centrally located. Remember nothing is written in stone.
Deanna Norris joined the cabinet last year in a new position as Motorcycle Awareness Coordinator. Basically her duties include promoting motorcycle awareness any way she can find and organizing the MAY rally. Obviously this new position is not wholly defined yet. But I have every confidence in Deanna and I know she will be an asset to FORR®.
We are always looking at ways to streamline operations and become more effective as an organization. If you have any suggestions, complaints or just want to shoot the breeze, feel free to write, call or e-mail me. My contact info is inside the front cover of the Freedom Press 
Respectfully submitted January 10, 2010 as per FORR® by-law article 8 section 2

Mark Chapman, Central Committee Chairman

